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THOU FLEW AS A WING TO ASSYRIAN LAMASU(1)

A poem

Written by Nasir Al-Sheikh (April 15, 2015)

Translated by Prof. Samir Al-Sheikh (PhD) (October 15, 2017)

Thou die there

Nearby an Assyrian Lamasuwhose wing has just been broken. (2)
So long thou addicted flight by a sterile cigarette smoke.

So long

Thou not always know how to sit on a royal chair.

Thy life was devoured by the axe of destruction,

It is the same ax that destroyed the Reliefs of the Temple.

What a deep breath

Shall the Lamasus inhale?

What dust does enclose thy lungs now?

Thy know that distance is a sea of loss,

And what thou think of it is sponsored by the smoke
So, we have nothing but loathed surprise,

And a sigh that trespasses the borders.

We have nothing but the myrtle of prayers

That muzzles its smell towards the cynosure of wars.

Those are the elegies of ziggurats,
And the forlornness of IbinUl-Raib
And the dry black saxaultrees. (3)




For thee, thou there

Is a merciful death nearby the falls of bullets,

And the garlands of patience nearby the Assyrian altars,
So, who will make the sea gulls sleep,

While the morning is wet with waiting,

And your shores are coughing with smoke?

Who will prepare the funeral

In the suburb of our childhood,

And the bridges are torn as the communication ropes.

Thou should find a grave from that moment

To be wide to your smile,

The perfumes of your shirts,

And the letters of your beloveds,

Who mourn your imaginative corpse.

Thou should choose a silver comb for your hair,
And divine oil for your slim stature,

And kohl kneaded with lead

To stop some eternal pain in you

A pain called Remorse.

Beware the coldness of the grave,

Thou who are filled with the fresh air of Varn,a(4)
The warm tales of the Bulgarian old women,

But, do not forget the papyrus of Love

That once you buried in Istanbul’s squares,

And they came back to you with darkish tobacco
That which spoiled your lungs,

Like a terrorist who escaped from the desolation of history




To destroy withcourage the statues of the sacred cities.

Flatter for the last time the coldness of the grave,

And wipe a suppressed tear in the eyes of your age,

And leave a set of father’s commandments.

Turn to him your right cheek

To slap your defiance that is immortalized by yoursixtyyears of age.
And turn to him your left cheek(3)

To betray at its walls

The pass-by women in thy life,

And open to him thy hand

So as to recite in them the Opening of bankruptcy,

And turn the maps for ever

So calmly

You, wash what remains of Nineveh water,

And pray in the presence of the blackened Iraq,

And sash with the swaddle of eternity

Though you hate philosophies,

And sleep away from the light

Away from what remains to us,

We , the brothers who are haunted by Love and revelations,
Wipe your last tear,

And sleep as the tranquilly of a traveler and the reverence of warriors

Gods of pain will guard thee
Since thou chose a Death
As wide as abyss,

Abyss called “the Land of Hereafter Thirst.
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Table I:

Human Development Rankings for Sub-Saharan Africa

Medium human HDI HP1 GD1 GEM
development
(HDI rank 49-126)
Mauritius 63 16 60 59
Cape Verde 91 36 84 --
South Africa 94 33 85 -
Gabon 109 = - |
Equatorial Guinea 110 - 99 --
Namibia 111 56 100 -
Swaziland 113 — 102 60
Botswana 114 = 103 =
Zimbabwe 117 61 106 -
Ghana 119 46 108 —
Lesotho 120 42 111 -
Kenya 123 51 112 -
Comoros 124 47 113 ==
Cameroon 125 49 114 =
Congo, Rep. 126 48 115 -
Low human
development
(HDI rank 127-62)
Togo 128 63 116 -
Madagascar 135 64 122 -
Nigeria 136 59 123 -
Sudan 138 58 129 -
Mauritania 139 82 126 ==
Tanzania 140 53 124 .
Uganda 141 69 125 --
Congo, Dem. Rep. 142 67 128 -
Zambia 143 68 127 -
Cote d'lvoire 144 72 132 -
Senegal 145 80 130 -
. ~
2018 I \ sl
" R—

[



Angola 146 - -
Benin 147 79 134
Eritrea 148 75 133
Gambia 149 85 136
Guinea 150 -- -
Malawi 151 74 137
Rwanda 152 76 135
Mali 153 83 138
Central. Afr. Rep. 154 81 139
Chad 155 87 140
Guinea-Bissau

Mozambique

Ethiopia

Burkina Faso 159 - 144
Burundi 160 -- 145
Niger 161 90 146
Sierra Leone 162 — —
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Source: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Report
2001: Making New Technologies Work for Human Development (New York and Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2001).
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Figuze 1: Classification of Sub-Saharan Africa by Gross National Income (GNI) per capita.

Source: World Bank Group, “Classification of Economies” World Bank Group Official Home Page
(http:// www.worldbank.org/data/databytopic/class.htm, 23 July, 2001).
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The idea that tropical climates are nasty, and inhibit the forward march of "
.Civilisation, is a very old one in European thought" (Blaut 1993, 69)
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Throughout the book, Butchart (1998) takes issue with those who treat
.repression as the central problematic of South African race relations

Globalisation has been associated with progressive growth in market relations
.(Amin 1997) and with global integration (Yusuf 200)1
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The spatial focus of developmental state theory is typically Asia, especially East
Asia (Johnson 1982; White 1988; Wade 1990; Appelbaum and Henderson 1992;
.Clark and Roy 1997)
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Table 1:

Human Development Rankings for Sub-Saharan Africa

Medium human HDI HP1 GD1 GEM
development
(HDI rank 49-126)
Mauritius 63 16 60 59
Cape Verde 91 36 84 --
South Africa 94 33 85 -
Gabon 109 = - |
Equatorial Guinea 110 - 99 --
Namibia 111 56 100 -
Swaziland 113 — 102 60
Botswana 114 = 103 =
Zimbabwe 117 61 106 -
Ghana 119 46 108 —
Lesotho 120 42 111 -
Kenya 123 51 112 -
Comoros 124 47 113 ==
Cameroon 125 49 114 =
Congo, Rep. 126 48 115 -
Low human
development
(HDI rank 127-62)
Togo 128 63 116 -
Madagascar 135 64 122 -
Nigeria 136 59 123 -
Sudan 138 58 129 -
Mauritania 139 82 126 ==
Tanzania 140 53 124 .
Uganda 141 69 125 --
Congo, Dem. Rep. 142 67 128 -
Zambia 143 68 127 -
Cote d'lvoire 144 72 132 -
Senegal 145 80 130 -
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Angola 146 - -

Benin 147 79 134
Eritrea 148 75 133
Gambia 149 85 136
Guinea 150 - ]

Malawi 151 74 137
Rwanda 152 76 135
Mali 153 83 138
Central. Afr. Rep. 154 81 139
Chad 155 87 140
Guinea-Bissau 156 86 143
Mozambique 157 84 141
Ethiopia 158 88 142
Burkina Faso 159 = 144
Burundi 160 - 145
Niger 161 90 146
Sierra Leone 162 = =

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2001)
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Figure 1: Classification of Sub-Saharan Africa by Gross National Income (GNI) per capita.

Source: World Bank Group (2001)
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